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FOREWORD 


/^\N  MARCH  6,  1906,  a  number  of  persons,  most  of 
them  entirely  blind,  a  few  with  partial  sight,  met  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  George  L.  Maitland,  of  Philadelphia,  to 
discuss  the  establishment  of  a  Home  for  the  aged  blind. 
Of  the  twenty-one  Homes  for  the  aged,  visited  by  Mrs. 
Agnes  B.  Reybold,  who  had  inaugurated  the  movement, 
only  two  would  accept  the  blind.  Even  the  church  Homes 
for  the  aged  were  not  willing  then  to  admit  those  de¬ 
prived  of  sight. 

The  Chapin  Memorial  Home  was  named  for  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Chapin,  who  had  consecrated  his  life  to  the  service  of 
the  blind  and  had  visioned  a  Home  of  happiness  and  se¬ 
curity  for  the  sightless  in  their  declining  years.  The  Home 
was  incorporated  November  20,  1908,  and  its  first  presi¬ 
dent  was  Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon,  a  man  who,  like  Mr. 
Chapin,  dedicated  his  life  to  work  for  the  blind. 

Mr.  George  A.  Smith,  the  vice-president,  in  January, 
1910,  lent  a  small  house  at  2139  North  Stanley  Street, 
Philadelphia,  where  within  a  few  days,  the  Home  was 
started  with  three  elderly  ladies  as  its  first  residents.  This 
small  family,  a  housekeeper  and  a  manservant  filled  the 
house  to  capacity.  The  need  of  larger  accommodations 
immediately  became  apparent  as  applications  for  admis¬ 
sion  were  coming  in  rapidly. 

A  large  bazaar,  which  was  sponsored  by  a  number  of 
churches,  was  very  successful  and  brought  to  the  Home 
a  considerable  sum. 

In  May,  1911,  the  property  at  6713  Woodland  Avenue 
was  purchased  and  made  comfortable  for  the  family  of 
residents.  Those  on  the  waiting  list  could  then  be  ad¬ 
mitted.  In  1912  the  adjoining  property  at  6711  Wood- 
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land  Avenue  was  secured  for  the  use  of  the  men  who  had 
applied  for  admission.  Again  in  1914,  further  enlarge¬ 
ment  was  felt  to  be  necessary  and  an  annex  was  added  to 
6713  Woodland  Avenue  which  gave  room  for  more  guests. 
At  present  there  are  eighteen  women  and  five  men  residents 
in  the  Home. 

The  Home  is  non-sectarian  and  is  supported  entirely  by 
legacies  and  voluntary  contributions,  and  receives  neither 
county  nor  state  aid. 

Our  By-Laws  provide  that  all  pensions  should  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  corporation  to  assist  in  the  support 
of  the  residents.  However,  it  has  been  our  policy  to  give 
each  resident  $20.00  of  the  $50.00  received  from  the  State 
pension  for  spending  money. 

From  time  to  time  legacies  and  gifts  have  been  secured 
by  the  efforts  of  its  friends,  particularly  by  Mr.  John  Cad- 
walader,  Sr.,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Henry  Wood¬ 
ward,  who  constantly  devoted  much  of  their  time  and 
energy  to  the  welfare  of  the  Chapin  Home. 

The  family  of  Miss  Edith  Manning,  a  former  Manager 
of  the  Home,  presented  the  Home  with  a  fund,  the  income 
from  which  is  distributed  among  the  Home  residents,  thus 
enabling  them  to  gratify  any  small  needs. 

The  Moon  fund  supplies  the  Christmas  cheer,  an  enter¬ 
tainment  given  at  the  Christmas  season,  accompanied  by 
refreshments. 

Between  the  ages  of  65  and  75,  an  admission  fee  of 
$500.00  and  $150.00  for  funeral  expenses  is  paid.  After 
the  age  of  75,  the  admission  fee  is  $350.00. 

The  Home,  in  its  forty-two  years  of  existence,  has  had 
five  presidents:  Dr.  Robert  C.  Moon,  Mr.  John  Cadwalader, 
Mrs.  John  Cadwalader,  Jr.,  Mr.  Caleb  J.  Milne,  Jr.  and 
Mr.  Benjamin  R.  Hoffman. 
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The  loss  of  Edward  C.  Bendere,  our  faithful  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  who  died  October  25,  1951,  is  deeply  felt  by  all  his 
associates.  The  Board  of  Trustees  passed  the  following 
resolution  at  its  special  meeting  on  October  26th,  1951: 

"Whereas  God  has  called  from  our  midst  our  beloved 
friend  Edward  C.  Bendere,  Vice-President  of  the  Chapin 
Memorial  Home  for  Aged  Blind,  and 
Whereas  by  his  faithful  attendance  at  meetings  and  his 
sage  counsel  in  the  Home’s  financial  problems  and  gen¬ 
eral  affairs  he  contributed  greatly  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Home  over  a  period  of  many  years, 

Be  It  Resolved  that  in  his  departure  the  Chapin  Me¬ 
morial  Home  for  Aged  Blind  has  suffered  a  great  loss, 
and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved  that  a  copy  of  this  Minute 
be  sent  to  the  members  of  his  family  with  an  expression 
of  sincere  sympathy  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Chapin  Memorial  Home  for  Aged  Blind.’’ 

A  copy  of  this  resolution  was  given  to  Mrs.  Bendere. 


7 


REPORT  OF  THE  LADIES’  AUXILIARY 

OF  THE 

Chapin  Memorial  Home  for  Aged  Blind 
1951-1952 


SINCE  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Chapin  Memorial 
Home  for  Aged  Blind,  the  Auxiliary  Committee  has 
held  meetings  on  the  following  dates — April  11th,  Octo¬ 
ber  10th  and  December  12th,  1951,  and  February  13th, 
1952.  All  of  these  meetings  were  held  at  the  Home,  so 
that  members  of  the  Auxiliary  might  call  on  our  guests  and 
in  this  way  we  have  learned  to  know  one  another. 

On  October  1st  the  new  Occupational  Therapy  teacher 
started  work  with  us.  Miss  Ann  Vlachos  was  associated 
with  Temple  University  for  several  years,  is  very  capable 
and  has  been  connected  with  the  teaching  of  the  blind  for 
some  time.  We  are  fortunate  to  have  her  for  she  is  very 
sympathetic  and  understanding. 

We  hope  before  long  to  invest  in  a  loom,  as  Miss  Vlachos 
thinks  that  our  gentlemen  guests  will  benefit  and  find  life 
happier  if  they  are  taught  the  art  of  weaving. 

During  Gimbel’s  Week  for  the  Blind  members  of  the 
Auxiliary  were  daily  on  hand  at  the  Chapin  Memorial 
Home  booth,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  realized  the  sum  of 
$139.45.  The  sum  of  $106.85  was  distributed  among  the 
ladies  and  $32.60  was  refunded  the  Treasurer,  being  the 
cost  of  materials. 
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The  weekly  visits  to  the  Home  by  Mrs.  Schoff  and  the 
visits  of  other  members  of  the  Auxiliary  are  much  appre¬ 
ciated,  as  they  bring  outside  interests  and  encouragement  to 
our  shut-ins.  Entertainments  are  also  arranged  for  them 
by  the  Auxiliary  without  any  expense  to  our  Treasury. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  oyster  suppers 
which  are  always  appreciated.  On  February  13  th  of  this 
year,  oysters  were  served  at  lunch  followed  by  bon-bons  and 
cake  as  Valentines. 

In  the  spring,  Mr.  Linton  and  Mr.  Elmer  gave  a  musi- 
cale  sponsored  by  Mrs.  Schoff  and  refreshments  were  served 
later.  On  one  occasion  Mrs.  Schoff  brought  in  a  neighbor 
from  the  country  who  played  on  the  piano  and  sang  songs 
in  a  delightful  manner.  Several  members  of  the  Auxiliary 
were  present  and  all  had  a  good  time. 

Two  concerts  were  given  by  Miss  Bessler  in  the  Home, 
sponsored  by  Mr.  Hoffman.  Miss  Bessler  and  her  harp  gave 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  all. 

On  October  2nd,  Miss  Bertha  Mullin,  who  is  Chairman 
of  the  Shut-ins  Day  Association  and  a  member  of  the  Aux¬ 
iliary,  gave  a  Collective  Birthday  Party  in  the  Home,  which 
was  run  like  each  of  its  predecessors  under  the  very  capable 
direction  of  Maybelle  Bierretta  Marston,  long  one  of  this 
city’s  most  eminent  singers  and  vocal  instructors.  All  of 
our  guests  enjoyed  her  singing,  her  playing  and  her  recita¬ 
tions,  and  also  enjoyed  a  treat  of  ice-cream  and  cake  as  well 
as  a  gift  of  a  handkerchief.  A  wonderful  way  in  which  to 
celebrate  one’s  own  birthday. 

From  time  to  time  several  of  our  friends  have  needed 
hospital  care  so  the  ladies  of  the  Auxiliary  have  arranged 
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among  themselves  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  Home  con¬ 
cerning  hospital  cases.  Miss  Brown  and  Mrs.  Lee  have 
promised  to  visit  such  cases  in  the  Germantown  Hospital 
and  Mrs.  Dunn  would  do  the  same  at  the  Philadelphia 
General  Hospital. 

Our  treasury  was  increased  by  the  sum  of  $312.00  from 
the  sale  of  Christmas  trees  at  Franklin  Field  held  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Association  of  the  Blind  through  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  Frank  Williams,  a  former  member  of  the  Board  of 
Managers. 

Miss  Mabel  Ivins,  a  former  member  of  the  Auxiliary,  left 
us  a  legacy  of  one  thousand  dollars.  She  was  always  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Blind  and  was  an  active  member 
for  many  years. 

Mrs.  Rosa  Du  Common  passed  away  during  the  past 
year.  We  now  have  twenty-three  guests. 


May  I  say  in  closing  that  all  the  members  of  the  Aux¬ 
iliary  are  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Home  and  hope  we 
succeed  in  bringing  light  to  our  guests  in  their  hours  of 
darkness.  Many  of  them  have  told  me  that  they  are  happy 
and  well  cared  for.  They  appreciate  what  is  done  for  them 
and  a  fine  spirit  prevails. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  T.  Levick, 

Secretary. 
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CHAPIN  MEMORIAL  HOME  FOR  AGED  BLIND 


Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Managers  for  1951 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

AS  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Chapin 
Memorial  Home  for  Aged  Blind,  I  take  pleasure  in 
submitting  the  following  report  for  the  year  1951. 

Notwithstanding  the  many  problems  which  confront  the 
Board,  your  Managers  experience  much  joy  in  working  for 
the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  old  folks  placed  in  our 
care,  and  satisfaction  in  knowing  their  efforts  have  accom¬ 
plished  much  toward  attaining  their  goal. 

Each  year  brings  its  changes  and  this  year  we  regret  to 
announce  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  V.  D.  Beckett,  because  of  the 
pressure  of  his  Church  duties,  was  obliged  to  resign  from 
the  Board,  with  the  assurance,  however,  that  he  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  have  the  interests  of  the  Home  and  its  residents  at 
heart.  We  are  pleased  to  report  the  addition  to  the  Board 
of  Mrs.  Evan  J.  Tibbott,  Miss  Alice  Fleischmann,  Mr. 
Albert  G.  Cowgill  and  Mr.  Joseph  F.  Clunk,  all  of  whom 
are  keenly  interested  in  the  residents  and  their  welfare. 

Mrs.  Della  E.  Paul  continues  as  Matron  and  the  staff  has 
given  her  full  cooperation  and  loyal  support,  while  her 
understanding  and  kindness  has  endeared  her  to  all  the 
residents. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  Dr.  J.  Wesley  Miller  for  his 
splendid  care  of  our  old  folks  and  for  the  capable  manner 
in  which  our  nurses  carry  out  his  instructions. 
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During  the  year,  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Lynn  and  Mrs.  Frances 
B.  Giessler  have  been  added  to  the  Home  family  and  have 
adjusted  themselves  very  nicely. 

As  usual,  the  many  needed  minor  repairs  have  been  at¬ 
tended  to  promptly  and  the  Household  Committee,  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Mrs.  Harold  Smith,  have  done  much 
to  make  the  Home  a  really  livable  home.  The  walls  have 
been  painted  in  pastel  shades  and  new,  comfortable  plat¬ 
form  rockers  provided  for  each  resident.  Much  needed 
bathroom  facilities  have  been  provided  for  the  maids  in  the 
Men’s  Building. 

In  order  to  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  new  Fire 
Marshal,  it  has  been  necessary  to  enclose  the  stairway  and 
install  fire  doors  and  a  catwalk  on  the  roof. 

In  line  with  the  Fire  Marshal’s  recommendations,  the 
Managers  are  having  fire  drills  from  time  to  time  in  order 
to  assure  us  that  every  member  of  the  staff  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  her  station  and  responsibility  in  the  event  of 
a  fire. 

The  income  from  the  Shepard  fund  has  proven  most 
useful  in  securing  necessary  equipment  and  making  replace¬ 
ments. 

Were  it  possible,  we  would  like  to  name  each  individual, 
group  and  organization  which  throughout  the  year  have 
provided  dinners,  parties  and  entertainment  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  old  folks,  but  space  prohibits  such  listing. 
However,  each  donation  is  promptly  acknowledged  and  the 
name  of  the  donor  and  donation  carefully  recorded.  We 
cannot  express  adequately  our  appreciation  for  these  many 
friends’  generosity  and  we  hope  their  interest  in  the  Home 
will  continue. 
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The  Christmas  spirit  was  much  enhanced  by  the  beauti¬ 
ful  decorations  with  the  lovely  creche  as  usual  the  center 
of  attraction.  The  Managers’  party  proved  most  successful 
and  for  the  first  time  the  old  folks  enjoyed  the  refreshments 
at  the  time  of  the  party.  We  are  most  grateful  to  Dr. 
Maitland  and  Mrs.  Smith  for  procuring  the  talent  who 
were  most  generous  in  their  contributions  of  song  and  in¬ 
strumental  music. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  give  adequate  thanks  to  the 
various  members  of  the  clergy  who  made  it  possible  for 
our  old  folks  to  gather  on  Sundays  at  four  o’clock  for  a 
service  of  song,  prayer  and  praise  to  Almighty  God.  To 
those  of  us  who  are  privileged  to  have  a  small  part  in  these 
services  it  is  a  joy  to  hear  our  residents  sing  the  lovely  old, 
familiar  hymns  and  their  memories  put  us  to  shame  when 
they  sing  every  word  of  each  verse  without  faltering.  This 
hour  of  spiritual  refreshment  means  much  to  our  old  folks. 

Your  Managers  have  endeavored  to  maintain  the  same 
high  standard  of  living  as  in  the  past  and,  if  the  expenses 
were  somewhat  higher,  we  are  confident  that  a  comparison 
would  indicate  that  our  per  capita  cost  is  no  more  and,  in 
all  probability,  less  than  those  of  other  homes  requiring  a 
smaller  staff  than  our  Home. 

Your  Board  of  Managers  assure  you  of  their  interest  in 
the  Home  and  the  residents  and  are  happy  to  be  able  to  give 
of  their  time  and  energy  in  this  most  worthy  project.  The 
splendid  cooperation  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  all  the 
recommendations  made  by  the  Board  of  Managers  is  deeply 
appreciated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lillian  M.  Thomas, 

Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 
OF  THE  LADIES’  AUXILIARY 

OF  THE 

CHAPIN  MEMORIAL  HOME  FOR  AGED  BLIND 

Balance  on  hand,  1st  January,  1951 .  $398.47 

Receipts 

Donations  during  year  1951  . $226.00 

From  the  sale  of  Christmas  trees  at  Franklin  Field  con¬ 
ducted  by  Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind.  .  312.00 
Refund  of  cost  of  materials  for  making  articles  for 

sale  during  Gimbel’s  Week  for  the  Blind  32.60 

Refund  of  cost  of  other  materials .  11.68 

-  582.28 

Total  receipts  .  $980.75 

Expenditures 

Salaries  of  occupational  therapy  teachers. 

Miss  Bournonville  and  Miss  Ann  Vlachos . $395.00 

Materials  purchased  for  use  in  occupational 

therapy  and  other  purposes .  69.25 

Advertisement  for  teacher  in  the  "Evening  Bulletin”  7.00 

Total  expenditures  .  $471.25 

Balance  on  hand,  1st  January,  1952 .  $509.50 

Dora  A.  Dunn, 

Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 
Abstract  from  the  Treasurer’s  Report 
For  the  Year  1951 
PRINCIPAL  ACCOUNT 
Investments  and  Cash 
December  31,  1951 

Elizabeth  Roe  Dunning  Fund  .  $  1  3 1 1.96 

Irene  M.  Woodward  and  Agnes  B.  Reybold  Fund  108,736.26 

Edith  M.  Manning  Fund  .  1,179.56 

Harriet  C.  Hill  Fund .  5,933.91 

Beulah  T.  P.  Milne  Fund .  1,504.54 

Robert  C.  Moon  Fund .  6,559.81 

Permanent  Fund  .  181,652.39 

Estate  of  Mary  E.  Gramlich  Fund  131.10 

Louisa  Chapin  Rothermel  Fund .  3,671.08 

General  Endowment  Fund  .  128,933.24 

Samuel  L.  Haines  Fund .  44,811.28 

Henry  D.  Justi  Fund .  1,360.11 

John  Cadwalader  Memorial  Fund  .  111,305.79 

David  D.  Wood  Fund  2,190.62 

Burial  Fund .  4,814.54 

Campbell  Memorial  Room  Fund  11,819.68 

L.  Delfino  and  E.  R.  N.  Delfino  Memorial  Fund  2,560.00 

Lula  M.  Shepard  Bequest  .  17,597.12 

Helen  B.  Hemingway  Memorial  Fund .  21,022.70 

Contingency  Reserve  Fund . 22,950.18 


$680,045.87 
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INCOME  ACCOUNT 

Receipts 

Balance  on  Hand— December  31,  1950— General  Income 
Balances  in  Funds  other  than  General  Income — 

December  31,  1950  . 

Pensions  received  from  Residents 

Contributions  . 

Proceeds  of  Insurance  Policy  on  life  of  resident 

Legacies  . 

Dividends  . 

Interest  . 


Payments 

General  Maintenance  and  other  Expenses  of  the  Home 
Resident’s  Share  of  Pensions  Returned 

Income  for  use  of  Residents . 

Cadwalader  Fund  Income  Capitalized 
Commissions  of  Treasurer 

Support  of  Robert  B.  Haines  from  Samuel  W.  Haines  Estate 

Christmas  Cheer  for  Residents . 

Addition  to  Reserve  Contingency  Fund 
To  Board  of  Managers — Income  from  Shepard  Fund 
To  Principal  of  Consolidated  Fund — for  Investment 
L.  Delfino  &  E.  R.  N.  Delfino  Income  Capitalized 
Balances  in  Funds  other  than  General  Income — 

December  31,  1951 . 

Balance — December  31,  195 1 — General  Income . 


4,506.38 

2,977.27 

11,211.05 

460.31 

189.00 

4,786.45 

23,057.70 

6,001.53 


$  53,189.69 

$  26,963.85 
4,171.10 
4900 
4,018.74 
1,737.19 
500.00 
10.00 
9,000.00 
730.99 
146.31 
102.60 

4,200.38 

1,559.53 


$  53,189.69 
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The  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Managers  wish  to  thank 
their  many  friends  for  the  generous  help  and  support 
rendered  the  Home. 


V 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  Chapin  Memorial 
Home  for  Aged  Blind,  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania, 


